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Prior to the Labor Council meeting, two speakers presented information to the group: 

- Congressman Hanna brought a binder of a summary of the TPPP bill for Pat Costello.  Stated that 
he supports Davis-Bacon and pledged not to do anything against labor.  He voted for the TPA, 
Trade Permission Authority, and with questions about corporations adhering to environmental 
concerns and the ability to sell out of the country.  Also, he does not believe that the bill will be 
debated this year.  Noted that he did not sign on to a current letter sponsored by Louise 
Slaughter because of his concern for other nations that manipulate currency. States that he 
does not want labor unions to turn their backs on the opportunity to sell more overseas. 

 
- Amy Desjardanis, Assistant to the President Internal Operations of the NY AFL-CIO spoke about 

Friedrichs vs. CTA case.  This case is an attack on public sector unions with concerns for Right to 
Work laws. 1977 the Supreme Court affirmed 9-0 in Abood v. Detroit BOE the right of public 
sector unions to collect fair share fees.  In 2014, Harris v. Quinn struck down agency fee for 
personal care workers who are not full-fledged public employees, with Alito laying the 
groundwork for overturning Abood.  Big Money wants to silence working people while wages 
are flat.  The Center for Individual Rights, funded by the Koch brothers, the Betsy DeVos Family 
Foundation, and the Lindy and Harry Bradley Foundation have funded Freidrichs. Their agenda is 
to stop voting, eliminate social services, privatize public good, slash taxes for the wealthy, 
eliminate worker protections, unions, and environmental protections. The Empire Center is the 
group in NY State that wants Right to Work laws.  Because of the death of Scalia, his expected 
vote to overturn Abood does not count.  With a 4-4 ruling, lower court rulings uphold Abood.  
She stated that you can text 877877 to send a message to US Senators to do their job to hold 
hearings on a new Supreme Court appointment. 

 
- Al Cohen from the Utica TA showed a video of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire on its 105 

anniversary, March 25, 1911.  146 women died in the fire that lead to progressive changes in 
working and safety conditions as well as to the growth of labor unions.  It was juxtaposed with 
the Bangladesh factory collapse. Women then received 11 cents per shirtwaist which is $3.75 
today.  The workers in Bangladesh receive 34 cents!  
 

- Meeting called to Order:  A news conference was scheduled for 10:00 on March 26th at the 
Labor Council in support of the NY legislature passing the $15 minimum wage.  Local leaders do 
not want Upstate NY either delayed or excluded from the increase. 
 

- April 28th, Worker Memorial Day Ceremony at the Worker Memorial Monument with dinner at 
Francesca’s for $15 per person.  April 25th clean up day at the Labor Council after the Agency 
meeting.  May 1st International Workers Day will be celebrated in Utica with a Rally. October 21st 
tentative date for Gompers Awards Dinner. 
 

 
 

 


